
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-007
NPDES NO. CA0029980

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CALTRANS - CYPRESS RECONSTRUCTION
ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) hereinafter called the
discharger, by application dated October 1, 1993, has applied for issuance of
waste discharge requirements under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES).

2. The primary purpose of the proposed 1-880/Cypress project is to restore
continuity and capacity to the interstate and regional network that was lost
when the 1-880 link between 18th and 34th streets in Oakland was destroyed
by the Loma Prieta earthquake. The eight lane Cypress Freeway structure was
a connecting link in the local, regional and interstate transportation network.
The project would alleviate severe congestion at the 1-580/980 and 1-80/1-580/1­
880 interchanges, as well as ease local circulation on city streets.

3. The project corridor limits lie within the area bounded by Route 1-80 at Powell
street in Emeryvilile and by Route 1-80 at Powell Street in Emeryville in the
south. Most of the corridor passes through Southern Pacific's West Oakland
Yard, requiring extensive relocation oftheir rail lines. Several hazardous waste
investigations have been conducted by the discharger and by property owners
during the Right-of-Way acquisition process for the freeway. The discharger
has acquired and is in the process of acquiring a total of 27 potentially and
known polluted sites either partially or fully for the freeway reconstruction. Very
limited data were obtained at the sites investigated.

4. Cursory subsurface investigations initiated in 1992 and 1993 of the soil and
groundwater at these sites along the freeway corridor indicate pollution in both
soil and groundwater throughout the proposed project area. The complete
distribution and extent of pollutants reported are beyond the scope of these
investigations. However, based on limited information the pollutants detected
in soil and groundwater include: Petroleum Hydrocarbons as gasoline and diesel,
non-speciated hydrocarbons, aromatic volatile organics, chlorinated volatile
organics, semi-volatile organics, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons, pesticides
and heavy metals.
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